
EN 13060 AUTOCLAVE TESTING 

What EN 13060 recommends: Please consult the manufacturer for frequency 

Periodic Test Schedule for Ultrasonic Cleaners 

Automatic control test: 
Use a Class 6 Indicator TST 

DAILY USER 

Steam penetration test (type S or B – VAC only :  
Use either a Bowie & Dick or Helix (Manufacturer Dependant)  

DAILY USER 

Air leakage test (Consult Manufacturer) B and S autoclaves only WEEKLY USER 

Residual air test (Consult Manufacturer) S and N autoclaves only WEEKLY USER 

Thermal cut out test (Part of the Validation) ANNUALLY Trained person 

Load dryness test (Part of the Validation) ANNUALLY Trained person 

 

The daily tests for the autoclaves are shown in the table above. 

The first daily test that is required is the Automatic control test (ACT).  This test tests to ensure that 

cycle parameters are consistent.  If the autoclave has a printer or data logger then this test is not 

required so long as independent cycle monitoring is present and a TST is used.(consult 

manufacturer). If there is no printer or data logger then a stop watch is needed to time each stage of 

the process once a day. This should then be recorded and only signed off as passed if the timings are 

consistent with the previous day. 

The steam penetration test is only required for vacuum autoclaves. There are 2 types of steam 

penetration tests.  The first is the Helix test.  This test has a metre of tubing coiled up with a test 

strip in the end.  If the vacuum autoclave works effectively then all the air should be drawn out of 

the coil and the TST strip should change colour.  This test is recommended for use with hollow 

instruments and not bagged. 

The other steam penetration test is the well known Bowie and Dick test.  This test tests the porous 

ability.  It effectively mimics a pouch and if successful sterilisation is achieved the test changes 

colour.  Both of these tests are to be completed daily. 

For non-vac autoclaves the use of TST strips should be continued.  

All testing should be recorded in an appropriate log book 

All of the tests are Recommendations only.  You should consult the Manufacturer for full details of 

tests required.  In the absence of Manufacturer instruction then follow the tests above. 

 

 

 


